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Per  Breeder  Hen  on  Farms  Jan.  1 

POULTS  BROODED 

POULTS  PER  HEN 


1955 


DATA  fO*  I9J3  A«E  ESTIMATED 

U.  S    DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  N  EG    2-53(11)       AGRICULTURAL   MARKETING  SERVICE 


The  increase  since  the  late  1930's 
in  the  number  of  poults  started  per 
January  1  breeder  is  a  reflection  of  the 
increasing  commercialization  of  the 
turkey  industry,  and  also  of  the  in- 
creased numbers  of  Beltsvilles  and 
other  light  breeds.  The  sharpest  rises 


in  the  number  of  poults  started  per 
breeder  came  in  the  late  1940's  when 
hatching  egg  production  became  a 
relatively  specialized  activity,  and 
again  about  1950  when  the  more  prolific 
light  breeds  expanded  to  over  1/5  of 
the  total  turkey  population. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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HOT . -DEC ■  1953 


-  2  - 

TBS  POGLTOT  AHD  BOG  8ITOATI0B  AT  A  QLASCZ 


.'/con 


:  Month  :. 

*   --S^fr  1952 

:  date  Ji^'i-?-1-: 


1953 


Month  ikwmrM 
or  :AT,re«" 
date    :  19^-51 


1952 


1953 


Coamonts  on 

currant  situation 


Vara  production  . . 

Are rage  number  of 
layers  on  farms  . 


Mil.  dot. 
Mllliona 


Bate  of  lay  per 
100  layers  ••• 


Price  received  by 
farmers  


•'Ct.per  dot. 


Price  reoelrod  by 
farmers  as  a  percent- 
age of  parity   


BOGS 


Sept  • 
Sept. 


291.2 
316.6 
11.0 


31*0.1 
321.0 
12.7 


350.5  -  Oct. 

320.6  ::  Oct. 
13.1  =:  Oct. 


288.8 
351.1 
9.9 


36*. 2 
351.8 
12  A 


384.5 
35*.l 
13.0  1 


Rising  seasonally 


Apparent  drill  an  per 

28.8 

31.8 

capita  disappearance 

Bggs 

Sept  • 

29.4 

29.0  :: 

Oct. 

29.6 

32.5 

Frozen  egg  production  .. 

Mil.  lb. 

Sept. 

6.9 

9-5 

:  1 

Oct. 

3-6 

4.8 

6.2 

Dried  egg  production  . . . 

Mil.  lb. 

Sept. 

8.4 

1.1 

1.4  i: 

Oct. 

7.9 

0.8 

1.1 

Oct. 


vr.6  50.3 


:: 

53.3  ■■  Hov. 
: : 
1: 


48.5      51.9  *9.7 


Percent  : 
Ct.per  dot.: 
Lb.  feed 


Retail  price  (BAK)  . 
Igg-feed  price  ratio 
Stocks : 

Shall  Jinous.  eases 

Frotsn  :  Mil.  lb. 


Oct. 

92 

85 

96 

Hov. 

89 

88 

89 

For  eggs ,  basis  for  parity 

: : 

Is  different  in  1953  from 

Seprt . 

62.6 

69.5 

73.1 

Oct. 

66.4 

74.2 

74.7 

1952,  and  will  change 

: : 

again  for  1954 

Oct. 

14.2 

12.1 

14.3 

: : 

Hov. 

14.6 

12.7 

13.5 

Chi oka  batoned  by  com- 
mercial hatcheries  .. 


Pullets  not  yet  of 
laying  *e»  on  farm* 

Farm  prioe  of  poultry 
ration   


Price  received  by  farm- 
ers for  chickens,  live 

Broilers   

Farm  chickens   

All  chickens   


Price  received  by  farm- 
ers for  all  chickens  as 
a  percentage  of  parity 


Millions 
Ml 111 one 
Dol.per  ovt: 


Oct.  1 
Oct.  1 

Sept. 

Oct.  1 

Oct. 


3,575 
210.8 

46.5 

203.5 

3.41 


1,709 
123.7 

79.9 

138.6 

4.17 


11 

tl 

494  ::  Hov.  1 
109.9  ::  Hov.  1 


84.9  ::  Oct. 

144.2  ::  Hov.  1 

II 
:: 

3.72  ::  Hov. 


2,030 
173.* 

49.5 

132.7 

3-39 


1,000 

95.3 

86.4 
80.2 
4.09 


277 
86.8 

95-9 
80.7  j 
3.68 


Still  declining 


POULTRY 


Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 


Percent 


Retail  price  of  chickens^ 
dressed  (BAB)   :Ct.  per  lb. 


Oct.  29.9  29.I 
Oct.  24.3  20.6 
Oct.        25.5  24.5 


Oct.  108  77 
Sept.       49.1  57.1 


27 .0  : :  Hov . 
20.0  ::  Hov. 
23.3  ::  Hov. 


77  Hov. 

: : 

53.3  Oct. 


28.8  31.6  26.2 
23.7  21.6  20.6 
25.1       26.7  23.6 


Prices  of  basic  feedstuff s 
have  recently  turned  up- 
ward 


Broiler  price  vas  unusually 
high  in  Hovember  1952 


104  84 


77 


Price  received  by 
farmers  for  turkeys, 
lire  


Stocks : 


Ct.  per  lb.:  Oct.        33-7      32.9      33-3  "  Hov. 


50.7      53-7  52.4 


35.0      33.7  33-9 


Poultry,  excluding 
turkeys   Mil.  lb. 


Turkeys 


Chicken-feed  price 
ratio   


Turkey-feed  price  ratio 

Average  weekly  place- 
ment of  chicks  in 
11  broiler  areas  ...... 


Mil.  lb. 

Lb.  feed 

Lb.  feed 


Oct.  1  109.9  112.2 
Oct.  1     28.6  70.6 


107.0  ::Hov.  1  163.6  137.0  134.0 
69.4  :':  Hov.  1       53.1     142.2  123.6 


New  seasonal  pattern  of  tur- 
key storage  is  evolving 


Oct. 
Oct. 


7.6 
lfl.l 


5.8 
7.9 


6.3  "  Hov. 
9.0  ::  Hov. 


7.6  6.5 
10.6  8.2 


6.4 

9.2 


Millions  :  Oct. 


10.8       11.9  ::  Hov. 


12.0  13.6 
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THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  December  k,  1953 

SUMMARY 

Egg  prices  began  to  decline  seasonally  in  late  October,  recovered 
part  of  the  drop  in  mid -November,  then  resumed  the  decline.    By  early 
Dec  enter,  many  egg  prices  v/ere  slightly  below  a  year  earlier.    Egg  pro- 
duction fcr  the  last  6  months  has  been  above  a  year  earlier,  and  is  now 
increasing  seasonally.    Cu  November  1,  output  was  9  percent  above  the 
sane  date  in  1952,  almost  entirely  because  of  an  increase  in  the  rate  of 
ley  per  bird.    Egg  production  is  likely  to  continue  well  above  a  year 
earlier  until  early  spring,  barring  extreme  weather  conditions.    By  the 
end  of  March,  however,  production  will  be  little  if  any  above  a  year 
earlier.    The  rate  of  lay  then  is  at  its  season  peak,  which  has  not  risen 
much  through  the  years,  and  the  number  of  birds  in  layin0  flocKs  will  be 
close  to  1953  levels. 

The  1953  turkey  crop,  fcr  which  the  peak  of  marketings  is  now  past, 
numbered  8  percent  fe.'er  birds  than  were  raised  in  1952.    The  total  weight 
of  turkeys  slaughtered  this  year  may  be  as  much  as  12  percent  below  1952. 
Prices  to  farmers  are  slightly  above  last  year,  with  the  increase  more 
noticeable  for  hen  turkeys . 

The  more  favorable  returns  from  this  year's  turkey  crop  result 
from  lower  feed  prices  and  lower  mortality  as  well  as  higher  turkey 
prices.    This  has  stimulated  producers  of  turkey  hatching  eggs  to  hold 
bacK  large  numbers  of  birds  for  breeding  for  the  195^  turkey  crop.  The 
mid -November  intentions  of  turkey  breeders,  which  v/ere  expressed  through 
State  blood-testing  a3encies  and  compiled  by  the  National  Turkey  Federa- 
tion, indicate  seme  increase  in  the  number  of  turkeys  to  be  retained  as 
breeders.    Hci:ever,  these  intentions  may  be  scaled  down  because  of 
favorable  prices  for  hen  turkeys  which  may  induce  breeders  to  sell  their 
hens  rather  than  hold  them  for  egg-laying,  and  because  of  publicity 
regarding  the  price. effect  of  prospective  large  output  of  poults  next 
spring. 

REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 

Seasonal  Increase  in  Egg  Production 
Brings  Decline  in  I  rice 

Egg  prices  in  November  declined  seasonally,  and  occasionally,  for 
the  first  time  in  1953;  fell  below  corresponding  prices  in  1952.  The 
declining  premium  over  a  year  ago  can  be  attributed  to  the  increase  in 
production  over  last  fall.    On  November  1,  the  latest  date  for  which  nation- 
wide data  are  available,  egg  production  on  farms  was  9  percent  above  a  year 
earlier. 


NOV. -DEC.  1953 


Almost  all  of"  the  9  percentage    point  riBe  over  last  November  1  is  due 
to  a  higher  rate  of  lay.    In  the  next-  few  months,  the  increases  in  rat©  of 
lay  over  a  year  earlier  are  unlikely  to  be  so  great.    During  April  and  May 
they  may  he  practically  negligible,  because  the  peak  rates  of  lay  typically 
reported  for  these  months  can  be  raised  very  little.    Meanwhile,  the  number  of 
layers  is  likely  to  hold  near  the  level  of  a  year  earlier.    As  a  result,  pro- 
duction in  November,  December,  January;  and  February  is  likely  to  show  greater 
percentage  increases  over  a  year  earlier  than  are  other  months  of  the  1953 "5^ 
laying  year.  -In  the  second  quarter  of  195^*  monthly  production  of  eggs  proba- 
bly will  differ  from  1953  by  about  the  same  percentage  as  the  change  from  the 
year  before  in  the  number  of  layers. 

The  peak  of  1953  egg  prices  is  very  likely  past,  and  the  egg  price 
decline  under  way  in  the  past  few  weeks  ;is  in  accord  with  past  patterns, 
However,  the  possibility  of  sharp  temporary  price  increases  on  account  of  ad- 
verse weather- conditions  should  not  be  dismissed. 

Total  per  Capita  civilian  disappearance  of  eggs  and  egg  products  in 
the  first -7  months  of ■ this  year  was  below  a  year  earlier.    Production  also  • 
was  lower  during  most  of  these  months,  and  prices  were  considerably  higher. 
Since  July,  however,  production  has  significantly  exceeded  last  year.  But 
disappearance  per  person  has  been  slightly  lower,  with  more  eggs  being  used 
for  hatching,  and  fewer  eggs  being  available  from  storage .  The  increase  in 
our  population  is 'also  a  factor.    Monthly  prices  for  eggs  exceeded  1952  until 
late  October,  but  by  successively  smaller  margins  than  in  the  spring. 

The  disappearance  of  frozen  egg,  which  earlier  in  the  year  was  vari- 
able in  relation  to  1952  levels,  has  in  recent  months  been  consistently  above 
the  corresponding  1952  monthly  figures.    November  27  storage  holdings  in  35 
cities  were  below  last  year's  figure  by  20  percent  and  it  is  likely  that, 
as  in  1953 ,  commercial  egg  breaking  for  the  production  of  frozen  egg  and  egg 
solids  wi-11  lend  considerable  support  to  the  market  in  late  winter  and  early 
spring. • 

Turkey  Marketings 

For  Holiday  Season        -  • 

Prices  of  turkeys  for  the  Thanksgiving  market  were  slightly  above  last 
year  at  the  farm  and  at  wholesale.    In  mid-November,  the  average  price  received 
by  farmers  was  33*9  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  33.3  in  mid-October  and 
33.7  &  year  earlier.    The  increase  was  most  apparent  for  light-breed  turkeys 
and  for  heavy -breed  hens --in  many  areas  toms  were  priced  only  slightly  higher 
than  in  1952. 

Marketings  from  this  year's  reduced  crop  may  have  been  made  earlier 
than  were  indicated  by  farmers'  intentions  stated  in  August.    These  intentions 
called  for  45  percent  of  the  crop  (exclusive  of  turkeys  reserved  as  breeders) 
to  be  sold  before  November  1,  '30  percent  in  November,  and  25  percent  in  December 
and  later.    Due  to  the  heavy  marketings  -for  Thanksgiving,  there  may  be  consid- 
ably  fewer  family-sized  turkeys  for  Christmas  than  were  available  for  Thanks- 
giving. 
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Table  1  .-  Rate  of  lay,  numbers  of  birds  in  laying  flocks 
and  estimated  egg  production  on  farms,  first  day 
of  selected  months,  1943  to  date 


Year 

:  Oct. 

:  Number 

1948 

:  35.9 

1949 

i  36.9 

1950 

:  33.0 

1951 

i  39-5 

1952 

:  41.2 

1953 

.  42.0 

1943  : 

317 

1950  : 

334 

1951  i 

336 

1952  j 

340 

1953  : 

341 

19^8  \ 

114 

1949  : 

120 

1950  : 

127 

1951  : 

133 

1952  : 

140 

1953  : 

143 

Number     Number     Number      Number     Number  Number 


Number 


34.3 

38.9 

43.9 

53.3 

59.6 

60.7 

37.1 

41.4 

46.0 

52.8 

58.2 

60.O 

36.3 

39.3 

47.1 

53.2 

58.7 

to.  6 

33. 7 

40.9 

49.1 

55.1 

59.3 

60.6 

41.3 

44.1 

49.3 

55.2 

60.5 

60.2 

(a)  Eggs  laid  per  100  layers,  first  day  of  the  month 
32.5 
35.3 
36.9 
33.1 
39.0 
42.1 

(b)  Birds  in  laying  flocks,  first  day  of  the  month  (millions) 
347  361  368  362  354  337  319  ' 
359  332  392  382  370  355  334 
3o3  376  380  372  364  346  329 
369  335  391  381  370  351  333 
364  382  383  370  353  344  329 
363 

(c)  Estimated  production  on  farm6,  first  day  of  the  month 

(millions  of  eggs) 

113 
127 
134 
141 
142 
155 


124 

143 

159 

189 

201 

194 

142 

162 

176 

196 

207 

201 

137 

151 

164 

194 

203 

199 

149 

160 

187 

204 

208 

202 

158 

169 

183 

198 

208 

198 

Month 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 
!  Apr. 

May 

June 
kJuly 
pAug. 

Sept. 

Nov . 
Dec. 


Table  2  .-  Eggs:    Monthly  per  capita  disappearance  and 
prices,  United  States,  January  1951  to  date 


1951 


Per 
capita 
disap- 
pearance] 


Price  -cer  dozen 


:U.S.  aver-: 
:    age  re-  :Retail 
:ceived  by  :(BAE) 
farmers  : 


1952 


Per 
capita 
disap- 
pearance 


Number  Cents ~  Cents  Number  Cents 

35.4  42.6  61.4  37.0 

34.2  41.4  57.8  35.7 

38.4  43.7  63.7  33.9 
34.7  43.2  62.1  36.9 

32.3  45.2  64.5  34.8 
31.1  44.7  65.5  31.3 
30.9  46.6  67.3  31.2 
3C1  49.6  71.9  29.9 

29.5  55.0  75.9  29.4 

2k4  38-8  &4 

3jL-5  56.5  73.0  32,6 

34.3  51.1  69.6  +5.6 


Price  p er  doze n_ 
U.S.  aver-: 

age  re-  : Retail 
ceived  by  :(BAE) 
farmers  : 


1953" 


Per 
capita 


Price  per  dozen 


:U.S.  aver-: 
:    age  re-  :RetaH 
\: ceived  by  :(BAE) 
farmers  : 


pearance. 


Cents  Number 

37.1 
34.0 

33.3 
35.4 
34.2 
30.5 
30.3 

29.9 
29.0 
31.8 


Cents 

45.8 
42.0 
44.7 
45.5 
45.9 
45.7 
47.7 
50.2 
51.4 

m 


Cents 

64.9 
59.8 

63.5 
64.0 
64.0 
65.I 
67.8 

69.9 
73.1 
74.7 
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Table  .3  .-  Liquid  and  frozen  egg:    Monthly  production,  storage  stocks,  and 
apparent  disappearance/  United  States,  January  1952  to  date 


:  .  Month 

1952 

1953 

!                     :Stocka.  of  frozen  egg 

Apparent 
disappearance 

. : Stocks  of  frozen  egg: 

:      Liquid      :  .  : 

'  egg         :  Beginning  :  End  of 
production  :    of  month  : .  month 

Liquid      :                  :  : 
:  .     egg1        :  Beginning  :  End  of  :  *PP*r*m 
production  :    of  month  :    month  .disappearance 

Million        Million       Million       Million   .        Million        Million       Million  Million 
pounds    .  .     pounds      .  pound's        pounds  '           pounds         'pounds        pounds  pounds 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October) 
' Hovember 
.December 
'••  Total' 


January . ' 
"February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July  ■ 
August 
September 
October,  ' 
November 
December. 
Total  • 


10 

19' 

22 

22. 

2k 

ir 
a 
i, 
3 
2 
2 
1 

133 


(a)  Total 


(c)  Yolk  1/ 


5 

17 

11 

Ik 

11+ 

17 

13  .. 

21 

Ik 

27 

11 

'  '35' 

7 

kl 

•  3 

.  kl 

2  . 

38 

1 

•  33 

1 

■  23 

1':  : 

,23 

83   .  v, 

Ik 

8 

3 

17 

12 

17 

8 

10 

12 

12 

21 

10 

19 

12 

16 

27 

...  ...  7 

& 

16 

22 

35 

-  6 

. .  17 

22 

31 

kl 

'  5 

11  - 

31 

36 

kl 

7 

k 

36 

3* 

33 

6 

:'"3' 

3k  : 

29 

33 

7 

3 

29 

25 

28 

-6 

'  .  2  .' 

25 

23 

.•;6 

:     19  • 

17.  . 

.7 

83 

,  (d)' Albumen, 

y 

15  .  • 

13 

12  ;  . 

5 

10 

13" 

17 

15 

16 

7 

17 

25 

lU 

26 

10 

25 

3k 

13 

25  .  . 

19 

3k 

*5 

13 

25 

32 

k5 

50 

12 

17  " 

k6 

50 

k6  .  '. 

12  - 

6-  • 

52 

U6 

39 

10 

k 

50 

39 

31 H' 

11 

3' 

k3 

31  " 

22  - 

11  1 

3-5. 

36 

22 

15»  . 

9 

29 

15  : 

10 

6  . 

138      '  \ 

7 
10 
19 
32 
kS 
52 
50 
^3 
36 
29 


'  -  January 

23 

•  •  •  67 

•  .53 

'"37 

'  '    21  * 

50 

35  ■ 

36 

February 

kS 

.  .'53 

•  61 

■  ko 

•■•  U5 

35 

k2  ' 

38 

March 

63 

61 

6k 

1*0 

.  >  72         .  ■■ 

k2 

65  • 

k9 

'  April  : 

•  6k 

Ok 

.  "  111 

37 

71 

65 

99  : 

37. 

• .  May  : 

71 

■  '  ill 

1U6 

'  36 

70 

99 

132  . 

37 

June  : 

k9 

lk6 

166 

29 

55 

132 

160 

27 

July  : 

22 

166 

163 

25 

21 

160 

153  : 

28 

August  ,  : 

12 

163 

1W+ 

•   ,      31  • 

13. 

153 

133  • 

33 

.'September  : 

11 : 

Ikk 

12V 

...  3]. 

11 

133 

110  . 

3k 

.  f October  : 

■v  7 

12U 

95 

36 

9 

110 

87  ' 

32 

•  .November  : 

.    .  6 

95 

72 

29 

87 

:' .December  : 

•  **  7 

72 

50 

29 

•   Total  : 

.  383 

too 

(b)  Mixed  whole 

egg  and  blends  1/ 

18 

'..'^January  : 

8 

:  35 

27 

16 

12 

22 

16  '. 

February  : 

18 

27 

27 

18 

19 

16 

20 

15 

March  : 

27 

27 

38 

16 

27 

20 

30  • 

17 

April  : 

29 

38 

k9 

<• 

28 

30 

k5  : 

13 

May  ■" 

'    '  33 

■U9 

66 

16 

28 

U5 

55  . 

18 

June  1 

20 

66 

75 

.  11 

27 

55 

71  ' 

11 

,  July  : 

,   7 

75 

•  76 

■  6 

12 

71 

••     69  * 

Ik 

'  August  : 

"  6 

.  76 

67 

15 

6 

69 

...  61 

Ik 

.'.  September  : 

»  '•  7 

—  67 

60 

Ik 

5 

61 

...  *9  ; 

17 

October  : 

k 

60 

k6 

18 

•:  ■      k  * 

k9 

■  39  • 

Ik 

.  November  : 

2 

..  k6 

■■3k 

lk 

39 

-December  : 

5 

"3k 

22 

17 

'.I;.,  Total  : 

166 

179 

8 

10 
15 
12 
8 
6 
...6 
6 

8 


8 
13 
17 
12 
11 
11 

8 
11 
10 
10 


1/  Including  pro-rate. of  "unclassified"  storage  stocks. 
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Table  k       Egg?  :    Price  per  dozen,  selected  dates,  fall  of  19*53 > 
vith  comparisons 


1956 

1953 

Description 

r  Oct. 

Rot  .  : 

Dec. 

Jan. 

:  Sept. 

:    Oct.  : 

Not  . 

Hov . 

:    Late 3 t  available 
:  quotations 

:  15 

:  Ik 
•  L 

15 

15 

:  23 

:  15 

2  : 

16 

Date     '  Price 

:  Cent6 

Cents- 

Cent? 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

2enti 

Cents 

U.S.  average  ft 
prise  at  aid- 


ith 


Hev  York  vholesale 

prices : 
Nearby  vhltes , 

large  1/ 
Mi dwe stern,  nixed  . 

colors,  large  j/ 
Mldve6tern,  mixed 

colors,  medium  5j 


Chicago,  vholesale 

prices : 
Brcvn  and  mixed, 

extras , large  $j 
Brovn  and  Kixed 

extras ,  medium  5_  ' 


I  leva  producer-  •• 
prices:     6/  J_/' 
Crade . A  large  \ 
|  Crad"e  A  mediui 
I   Current  receipts 


San  Francisco, 
vholesale  prices: 
Grade  A  large 
Grade  A  medium 


Atlanta,  Oecrgia. 
vholesale  prices: 
Grade  A  large, 

mixed  5_/ 
Grade  A  medium, 
mixed  5_/ 


50.3  51.9  +6.6 

66-68  67-69  53-56  51-53  73-71* 

bC-62  6o-6lf  U9-52'  U7-U9  66-63 

U2-l»3^  50-51  M$-*J  57-53 


53-3 


^9.7 


65-66*  2/57i-59  2/61-63        Dec.  1  2/51-52* 
6U-65i  k/5k*-55*  V57i-59i.-   Dec.  1  ^9-51 
UU*-U5      Uo-UO*       44-UU*     •  Dec.  1  k^-Uk 


61-62  57-57$  ^9-50  »»5-k6  64-65  56-57 
Ul-*2  •   U9-50     1*4-1*5     44-1*4*.  55^-56  43-4b 


49*-50*  54-55 
38*-39*  42*-43* 


Dec.  1 
Dec.  1 


^9-50 
43*-*4 


49-50 
•32-33 
35-33 


50-51 
35-36 

40 


35-36 

28- 3c 
31-32 


38-40 
U-36 
35-37 


5C-55  52*54 
40-43  3k- 35 
40-42  37-1*0 


45-47 

32- 3k 

36 


44-45 
31-32 
34-36 


Nov.  27  4k-k6 
Hov.  27  32-34 
Hov.  27  36-37 


67*-6&  65t-66i  59^-60i  57*-58*  70*-71*  63*-69*  62*-63*      Dee.  1  60*-6l 

57J-54  5li-52*  56*-57*  551-56*  59*-59*    57-57*     57-57*      52-52$       Dec.  1  52-5 


60-65  60-65  5I-5k 
U5-52      52-53  46-47 


1*9-52  2/  67-67*  56-56*  53-60  Dec.  1  5<>*-51 
48-50      8/         50         41-42*      46-48        Dec.  1  44*-k6 


1/    (Mln.  10$  AA)  43*-50#. 

2/  . (Min.  10%  AA)  47#. 

37    Extras    (Min.  65*  A)  48*-50# 

k/    Extras    (Min.  65%  A)  47#. 

2/.  .Min.  60%  A. 

6/    Mostly;  not  range  of  prices. 
jj    Friday  nearest  to  given  date. 
8/    Too  fev  to  report  prices. 
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The  trend  toward  earlier  marketing  is  affecting  the  pattern  of 
storage  holdings, as  shown  in  table  5 •    The  peak  of  holdings  from  the 
1952  crop  came  in  December  1952  in  contrast  with  the  February  1  peak 
which  was  usual  for  preceding  crops .    The  storage  peak  from  the  current 
crop  also  is  likely  to  occur  before  February  1.    As  a  consequence  of  these 
earlier  marketings,  a  large  part  of  the  holiday  turkeys  will  come  from 
stored  frozen  supplies,  rather  than  fresh,  chilled    stock.    Since  the 
advent  of  evisceration  on  a  large  scale,  and  new  packaging  methods,  much 
of  the  prejudice  against  frozen  turkeys  has  disappeared.    Processors  are 
now  able  to  spread  their  operations  over  a  longer  period,  while  it  be- 
comes more  feasible  for  growers  to  market  their  flocks  before  weather 
conditions  become  severe. 

The  spread  between  prices  of  hens  and  toms  is  wider  than  a  year 
ago.    This  probably  reflects  the  fact  that  most  of  the  turkeys  purchased 
under  the  1952  U.S.D.A.  program  were  toms.    About  6  percent  of  the  1952 
crop  was  purchased  under  that  program. 


Table  5«-  Turkeys:    First  of  month  U.  S.  storage  stocks,  monthly  1945  to  date; 

weekly,  35  cities  January  10,  1953>  to  date 


Year 

Jan. : 

Feb. 

:  Mar. 

:  Apr . : 

May  : 

June: 

July:  Aug.: 

Sept . : 

Oct.: 

Nov . : 

Dec. 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil .    Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil .  ' 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb .      lb . 

lb. 

lb. 

^* 

(a)  Monthl 

v.  U.  S. 

1945 

73 

74 

63 

46 

33 

29 

27  21 

18 

27 

43 

78 

1946 

108 

125 

135 

124 

107 

97 

79  63 

55 

45 

84 

117 

1947 

128 

140 

126 

109 

95 

86 

72  59 

45 

39 

65 

86 

1948 

83 

83 

70 

55 

41 

33 

27  19 

13 

15 

34 

47 

1949 

.  51 

55 

51 

44 

36 

33 

29  21 

21 

35 

76 

107 

1950 

127 

138 

129 

113 

93 

77 

64  47 

37 

43 

77 

108 

1951 

:  110 

117 

101 

80 

60 

48 

39  30 

25 

42 

83 

109 

1952 

107 

116 

107 

93 

72 

63 

56  46 

44 

71 

142 

158 

1953 

147 

143 

117 

92 

72 

60 

52  44 

46 

69 

124 

(b)  Weekly, 

35  cities 

1953  1/ 

82 

First 

93 

77 

62 

48 

38 

32  26 

27 

39 

Second 

92 

89 

74 

58 

46 

38 

31  25 

28 

45 

89 

Third  : 

95 

83 

71 

54 

44 

36 

29  25 

31 

52 

85 

Fourth  ! 

95 

79 

66 

51 

42 

34 

28  25 

35 

62 

78 

Fifth  • 

94 

39 

26 

73 

1/  Holdings  on 

succ 

essive 

Saturdays  of 

given 

month . 
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Table  6  .-  Composition  of  turkey  storage  holdings,  United  States, 

selected  dates,  1952  and  1953 


:  Percentage 

of  total  holdings 

,  by  weight 

Llaboll 

c on 

:  1952 

:        1953  : 

S*nt  30 
1953 

A  Cl      Cil  w 

2v lsccrsxcu  xcm  T/UXKeys  . 

>  cC 

3° 

Eviscerated  hen  turkeys 

:  37 

10 

45 

Eviscerated  broiler-fryer  type  turkeys  : 

i  7 

1 

11 

N.  Y.  dressed  torn  turkeys 

12 

26 

5 

N.  Y.  dressed  hen  turkeys  j 

!  18 

8 

3 

Source:    Institute  of  American  Poultry  Industries. 


Table  7  .-  Turkey  marketings:    Proportion  of  crop  (exclusive  of  breeders) 
marketed  in  specified  months,  United  States,  1940  to  date 


Year  : 

Before 
Aug.  1 

:    Aug .  : 

• 

Sept . 

:  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec .  : 

Jan. 
or 
later 

1940 

:( 

1/8.8 

) 

42.1 

36.9 

12.2 

1941 

! 

8.5 

39.8 

38.9 

12.8 

19^2 

:( 

11.8 

1 

41,1 

36.3 

10.8 

1943 

;( 

10.1 

) 

41.1 

35.2 

13.6 

1944 

!( 

16.6 

) 

38.7 

30.9 

13.8 

1945 

:( 

19.6 

) 

36.4 

30.0 

14.0 

19^6 

:( 

22.3 

) 

36.7 

28.4 

12.6 

19^7 

:( 

19.8 

) 

40.5 

32.1 

7.7 

1948 

•  \ 

19.5 

) 

4o.i 

31.2 

9.2 

1949 

:( 

•\ 

23.3 

) 

38.3 

28.5 

9.9 

1950 

23  3 

) 

39.0 

29.2 

8.5 

1951 

( 

36.1 

) 

33.8 

22.7 

7.4 

1952 

8.9 

6.9 

11.1 

15.5 

30.5 

21.2 

5.9 

1953  2/ 

9.0 

6.6 

13.6 

15.6 

30.2 

20.2 

4.8 

N.  Atl. 

5.8 

3.5 

5.6 

8.2 

38.0 

30.8 

8.1 

E.  N.  Cent. 

3.6 

4.8 

10.0 

16.1 

37.8 

23.1 

4.6 

W.  N.  Cent. 

10.3 

8.2 

13.1 

21.1 

27.0 

17.1 

3.2 

S.  Atl.  j 

16.9 

10.4 

14.4 

12.5 

26.7 

.16.7 

2.4 

S.  Cent.  j 

3.2 

2.3 

24.4 

12.5 

28.4 

24.2 

5.0 

V/est.  j 

8.0 

6.1 

13.5 

I6.9 

29.9 

19.1 

6.5 

1/  For  19^0  through  1951;  these  entries  are  ''before  November  1." 
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Possibility  for 

Big  Turkey  Crop  in  195k 

To  November  1,  86  percent  more  Beltsville  Small  White  turkeys  l/ 
than  a  year  earlier ,  and  3  percent  fewer  birds  of  heavy  breeds,  had  been 
officially  blood -tested  for  inclusion  in  breeding  flocks.    A  survey  of 
intentions  for  further  testing,  conducted  by  the  National  Turkey  Federa- 
tion, indicates  that  in  the  year  ending  June  30 >  195^ >  the  number  of  small 
birds  officially  tested  may  be  28  percent  above  1952-53;  an(^  heavy  birds 
2  percent  fewer  than  last  year.    These  intentions  are  probably  influenced 
by  the  favorable  prices  to  date  for  the  1953  turkey  crop,  particularly  in 
relation    to    the  lowered  prices  for  the  feed  with  which  the  crop  was  grown. 

If  these  intentions  materialize,  the  turkey  crop  next  year  is  likely 
to  exceed  the  record  of  6o|-  million  turkeys  raised  in  1952. 

Publicity  given  to  these  intentions,  plus  possible  large  marketings 
of  hen  turkeys  before  Christmas,  may  hold  the  crop  below  these  intentions. 
Considering  the  implications  of  these  intentions,  the  Turkey  Advisory  Com- 
mittee of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  a  November  Ik  meeting  expressed 
the  view  that  if  the  intentions  were  carried  out  either  more  turkey  hatching 
eggs  would  be  produced  in  the  spring  of  195^  than  could  be  profitably 
hatched,  or  an  overproduction  of  turkeys  would  become  apparent  by  marketing 
time.    The  Committee  pointed  out  the  expected  favorable  Christmas  market 
for  turkey  hens,  and  expressed  the  view  the  market  would  induce  breeders 
to  sell. some  hens  rather  than  hold  all  of  them  for  breeding. 

In  assessing  the  likelihood  of  expanded  turkey  production  in  195^ 
if  blood -testing  intentions  are  not  scaled  down,  the  prospect  for  increased 
numbers  of  Beltsville  Small  Whites  is  evident  froa  the  86  percent  increase 
from  last  year  in  July-October  testings,  and  the  intended  28  percent  expan- 
sion for  the  year. 

For  large -type  turkeys,  the  expectation  for  increased  poult  produc- 
tion depends  upon  an  appraisal  of  production  practices  in  the  spring  of 
1953'    During  the  spring  of  1953  growers  did  not  fully  utilize  the  Bronze 
breeding  flock,  because  of  unfavorable  returns  to  growers  in  the  preceding 
season,  as  well  as  because  of  publicity  which  began  in  March  concerning  the 
desirability  of  reducing  turkey  output.    The  number  of  breeder  hens  kept 
until  they  came  into  lay  was  not  affected  by  that  publicity,  since  it  came 
so  late  in  the  season.    However,  it  did  result  in  some  layers  being  sold 
before  the  normal  season  was  completed .    In  other  cases  the  eggs  produced 
were  not  fully  utilized  or  the  poults  were  not  raised.    It  appears  that  the 
full  egg  and  poult  potential  inherent  in  the  1953  breeding  flock  was  not 
realized.    But  now  the  potential  Bronze  breeding  flock  seems  hardly  changed 
from  1953;  unless  intentions  are  reduced.    In  view  of  the  disparity  last 
year  between  the  number  of  breeders  on  hand  and  of  poults  produced,  there 
exists  the  possibility  that  this  season  a  breeding  flock  about  the  same 
size  as  last  year  could  yield  considerably  more  poults  than  were  hatched  in 
1953. 


l/  And  turkeys  of  other  small  breeds. 
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Under  specialized  commercial  conditions,  turkey  breeder  hens  are 
ejected  to  lay  frcm  kO  to  60  eggs  each,  depending  upon  their  breed  and 
the  season  of  the  year.    From  these,  seme  allowance  must  be  made  for  eggs 
rejected  for  incubation,  and  for  eggs  broken  accidentally.    Then  of  the 
e£gs  set  In  incubators  about  60  to  70  percent  actually  hatch.  Comparison 
of  rhetje  illustrative  figures  with  the  data  in  the  ..ext-to-the  last  column 
of  table  9    (poults  started  per  Jan.  1  breeder)  shews  that  in  every  year 
thei e  is  an  under -utilization  of  poult  production  cupacity, 

If  producers  of  turkey  eggs  curtail  their  plans  regarding  the  number 
of  breede-s  tc  be  kept,  the  adjustment  will  be  evident  in  the  successive 
mcr.hly  reports  of  turkeys  biood -tested ,    From  the  reports  presently  avail- 
able, it  sezTu  that  originally-stated  blood -testing  intentions  for  the 
1953-5**  y?ar  will  materialize  if  monthly  testing  henceforth  is  near  the 
1952-53  level. 

Chicken  and  Broiler  Prices 
gear  1953  Lows 

Broiler  and  farm  chicken  prices  in  November  were  at  about  the  lowest 
levels  of  the  year  to  date.    The  U.  S.  average  prices  received  by  farmers 
in  mid -November  were  26.2  cents  per  pound  for  broilers  and  20.6  cents  for 
farm  chickens.    For  hens,  the  peak  volume  of  marketings  has  passed,  but 
prices  stilx  are  seasonally  low.    For  broilers,  the  price  reflects  large 
supplies  of  both  broilers  and  other  forms  of  poultry, 

November  marketings  of  broilers,  based  on  August  placements,  were 
probably  5  or  6  percent  smaller  than  October  marketings,  but  about  ih  per- 
cent larger  than  November  1952.    December  marketings,  according  to  September 
placements  and  hatchings,  will  also  be  smaller  than  the  preceding  month  by 
5  or  6  percent,  although  they  too  will  be  larger  than  a  year  ago.  Monthly 
supplies  of  broilers  in  January  will  be  larger  than  in  the  preceding  month, 
but  by  then  fresh  supplies  of  other  poultry  will  be  considerably  smaller. 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  fcvl  (hens),  which  vary  seasonally  to  a 
greater  extent  than  holdings  of  other  classes  of  chickens,  are  almost  up 
to  the  level  of  a  year  ago,  though  holdings  at  mid -year  were  only  about 
1/3  of  the  corresponding  1952  level.    In  recent  years,  the  first-of -month  l/ 
peak  of  holdings  for  this  class  of  poultry  has  been  either  December  1  or 
January  1.    Demand  for  these  birds  is  expected  to  continue  good,  on  account 
of  the  requirements  of  canners,  and  of  processors  of  frozen  chicken  pies. 


l/  Literally,  storage  holdings  at  end  of  previous  month. 
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Turkeys  tested  by  official  blood -testing  agencies 
monthly,  July  1952  to  date 


2S?z%L  


Monthly 


Cumulative 


Heavy  'slight  *Total;Heavy  :Llght 
breeds :breeds?         : breeds s breeds: 


Monthly 


Cumulative 


Heavy  'Light  :Total: Heavy  :Light  :Tota; 
breeds  "breeds;         : breeds, breeds: 


Thous.  Thous.' Thous, Thous .  Thous.  Thous (Tbous.  Thous.  Thous. Thous.  Thous,  Thorn 


July 

:  6 

26 

32 

•  44 

i8 
jjj 

6? 

Sept 

.  87 

64 

151 

Oct.' 

-  364 

57 

421 

Nov . 

:  671 

51 

722 

Dec. 

•  635 

73 

708 

Jan. 

297 

86- 

383 

Feb.: 

109 

58 

167 

Mar . : 

31 

12 

43 

Apr.: 

.  6 

17 

23 

May  : 

1/ 

6 

6 

June: 

1 

25 

26 

6 
50 
137 
501 
1,172 
1,807 
2,104 
2,213 
2,244 
2,250 
2,250 
2,251 


26 
44 
108 
165 
216 
289 
375 
433 
445 
462 
468 
^93 


32 
94 
245 
666 
1,388 
2,096 

2,479 
2,646 
2,689 
2,712 
2,718 
2,744 


13 

38 

51 

13 

38 

51 

.  32 

62 

94 

45 

100 

145 

99 

95 

194 

144 

195 

339 

351 

111 

463 

495 

306 

802 

1/  Less  than  . 5  thousand . 


Table    9«-  Turkeys:    Estim«?.t  acl  number  of  poults  brooded  per 
January  1  breeder,  1937  to  date 


(including  data  for  cover  chart) 


Year 

'  Turkey  ] 
[  breeder 
[  hens 
\  on  farms 
'    Jan.  1 

•  • 

:             :   Poult  mortality 
Turkeys : 

raised  :            jl  . .  , 
_.         ,  Estimated 
:              ; Percent; 

numbers. 

•  • 

•  • 

•.Estimated. : 
:    number  : 
:of  poults: 
:  started  s 

Poults  : 
started  : 
per  Jan.  1  : 
breeder  : 

Beltsville 
Small  Whites 
as  a  percent- 
age of  total 
turkeys 
raised 

i    Thous . 

Thous. 

Thous . 

Thous. 

No. 

,  Pet, 

1937 

!  3,481 

25,755 

27.0 

9,526 

35,2?1 

10.1 

38 

;  3,222 

26,837 

26.3 

9,595 

36,482 

11.3 

39 

!  3,914 

i'\  *  *>j .  •  • 

33,587 

26.0 

11,801 

45,388 

11.6 

1940  : 

:  '..4,607 

53,791 

25.9 

11,811 

45,602 

9>9 

41 

:  3,848 

32,607. 

27.8 

12,555 

45,162 

11.7 

42  ': 

:  3,962 

32,504 

28.8 

13,148 

45,652 

11-5 

^3  1 

:  3,897 

31,803 

29.7 

13,^36 

45,239 

11.6 

44  i 

:  4,198 

35,132 

25,4 

:  11',  962 

47,094 

11.2 

1945  ! 

4,505 

42,900 

22.3 

12,312 

55,212 

12.3 

46  i 

4,841 

40,142 

21,0 

10,671 

50,813 

10.5 

47  : 

3,779 

33,975 

19.6 

8,282 

42,257 

11.2 

48  : 

1  2,537 

31,541 

13.5 

4,923 

36,464 

14.4 

49  ! 

.  3,148 

41,266 

16 ,1 

7,919 

49,185 

15.6 

1950  ! 

3,270 

43,792 

15.6 

8,094 

51,886 

15.9 

12 

51  1 

-  3,301 

52,476 

12.9 

7,772 

60,248 

18.3 

21 

52  : 

.  3,828 

60,657 

12.6 

8,745 

69,402 

18.1 

24 

53  i 

'  3,446 

55,746 

(10  ) 

est .6,194 

61,940 

(18  )est. 

23 
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Table  10.-  Monthly  broiler  placements  and  chick  hatchings/ 

July  1953  to  date 


11-area  broiler 


U".  S.  hatchery 


:             placements  : 

output 

Month  of  j 

:  Approximate 
, corresponding 

;       Percentage  : 
difference  from:  : 

Percentage 
'  difference  from: 

hatching  or 
placement 

month  for 
marketing 
broilers 

;  Total 
[  chicks 

Preceding] 
month  ] 

12  ! 

months 
earlier  j 

Total 
chicks 

'Preceding] 
]    month  ] 

12 
months 
earlier 

Million  Percent 

Million  Percent 

July  1953  : 

Oct.  1953 

i  50 

-  9 

+13 

97 

-29 

+  lk 

Aug.  1953  ! 

Nov.  1953  ! 

hi 

-  7 

+ll+ 

90 

-  7 

+15 

Sept.  1953  i 

Dec.  1953  I 

:  kk 

-  6 

+10 

65 

-  6 

+  6 

Oct.  1953  : 

Jan.  195*+  : 

t  50 

+13 

+10 

96 

+13 

+11 

Nov.  1953  j 

Feb.  I95I+  : 

!  57 

+18 

y 

1/  On  November  1,  there  were  16  percent  more  eggs  in  incubators  than  a  year 
arlier . 


Table  11.-  Chickens  and  fowl:    First-of -month  storage  holdings, 
United  States,  January  19^+8  to  date 


Year 

:  Jan. 

:  Feb.: 

Mar . 

:  Apr. 

:  May  : 

June 

:  July 

;  Aug. 

:  Sept. 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov.: 

Dec . 

.  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil, 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

:  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  Fowl 

19^8 

:  106 

97 

88 

66 

1+7 

33 

23 

27 

26 

3* 

h9 

5^ 

19^9 

I  hi 

39 

33 

23 

17 

Ik 

13 

13 

21 

35 

58 

lh 

1950 

!  79 

70 

55 

ia 

30 

22 

21 

19 

23 

1+0 

66 

77 

1951 

:  75 

70 

56 

^3 

31 

25 

23 

21+ 

31 

50 

81+ 

101 

1952 

i  96 

90 

82 

69 

58 

52 

hi 

1+2 

36 

l+l 

57 

58 

1953 

:  59 

1*9 

l+l 

29 

20 

16 

15 

17 

23 

39 

52 

19U8 

(b) 

Total 

chickens  (all 

poultry  excluding 

turkeys 

and  ducks) 

!  226 

20I4- 

187 

ll+7 

110 

30 

61 

65 

67 

85 

113 

119 

19*+9 

:  107 

92 

80 

6k 

52 

1+2 

hi 

^3 

5h 

88 

126 

I5I+ 

1950  ! 

161 

15* 

123 

96 

72 

56 

53 

1+8 

56 

81+ 

128 

162 

1951 

:  163 

161 

136 

110 

85 

73 

66 

67 

81+ 

111 

163 

190 

1952 

:  187 

177 

160 

137 

119 

116 

108 

96 

81+ 

9h 

120 

121+ 

1953 

!  123 

113 

99 

80 

66 

60 

58 

57 

67 

92 

119 
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